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State Assemblyman and 
Conservancy staff tour 
Canyon View Preserve
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LAND LINES
Placer Land Trust Newsletter

by Jeff Ward
In September, State Assembly-

man Ted Gaines visited Placer Land 
Trust’s Canyon View Preserve Wa-
tershed and Habitat Restoration Proj-
ect with PLT and Sierra Nevada Con-
servancy staff.  

The Canyon View Project is an ex-
tensive restoration project on PLT’s 
Canyon View Preserve located in the 
North Fork American River water-
shed. This Preserve is directly adja-
cent to the Auburn State Recreation 
Area and offers prime views of the 
Sierra Crest and the American Riv-
er Canyon. The goals of the project 
are to improve water quality, reduce 
wildfire danger, and restore wildlife 
habitat.  

In the spring of 2008 PLT con-
tracted with Hanford ARC to me-
chanically remove three acres of Hi-
malayan blackberry and understory 
vegetation. This past summer, local 
rancher Dan Macon used goats and 

PLT Volunteer Program

(continued on page 6)

by Kelsey Stavseth
 People who volunteer do so be-

cause they are passionate, dedicated 
and excited about an organization and 
its mission. At Placer Land Trust, our 
volunteers have not only exhibited 
these qualities time and time again, 
but they’ve also shown that volunteers 
have something to teach Placer Land 
Trust staff.  

As  Placer Land Trust continues to 
protect new land and apply new and 
better managment techniques, an es-
tablished and organized volunteer pro-

gram has become more important to  
the organization.

August 27th marked a turning point 
for our volunteer program. We hosted a 
volunteer party at the Placer Land Trust 
office to unveil our new volunteer op-

(continued on page 5)

portunities. The turnout was amazing!  
Over 30 people came to learn and sup-
port our newly established volunteer 
program.  

We have designed  opportunities that 
allow volunteers to be more involved 
in the development and management 

With the aid of AmeriCorps intern and Stewardship Assistant Kristin Haider, 
volunteers Karl Mertz, Diana Cox, Brittany Juergenson, and Sarah Cumber-
Lose identify macroinvertebrates during a stream monitoring visit at PLT’s 
Doty Ravine Preserve in Lincoln.
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From the Board Room

by Bob Gilliom
Placer Land Trust is pleased to an-

nounce the newest member of its Board 
of Directors, long-time PLT supporter 
and advisor Gregg McKenzie.

Gregg is an independent consultant 

“Although the majority of my re-
lated work is currently outside Placer 
County, it is here that I find the great-
est opportunity to have the positive im-
pact, to look not only to preservation 
but also restoration as a means to en-
sure that the 5th and following genera-
tions of my family have even greater 
opportunities to enjoy Placer County’s 
open spaces and a diversity of experi-
ences with nature.”

Gregg is a graduate of CSU  Chico 
with a masters degree in Environ-
mental Geography and Planning. His 
prior work experience includes assist-
ing Gov. Pete Wilson’s office with the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and environmental planning 
in the Office of Planning and Research, 
and working as a planner for the City 
of Chico and the County of Siskiyou.  
He has authored numerous land use, 
regulation, and planning guides for 
publication.  

Welcome Gregg!

Gregg McKenzie Joins PLT Board of Directors

Gregg McKenzie

with expertise in restoration, 
mitigation, environmental 
permitting, and land acqui-
sition. His business, The 
McKenzie Land Company, 
is based in Rocklin

“My interest in the con-
servation and restoration of 
our environment began in 
my early childhood, fishing and hunt-
ing in the Sierra’s with my father and 
grandfather,” said Gregg. “These early 
experiences peaked my educational 
interest in the environment and the 
positive role that we can play in its 
conservation, as well as the need for 
restoration resulting from recent and  
historical impacts.”

Gregg serves as a City of Rocklin 
Planning Comissioner and as a member 
of the Placer County Conservation Plan 
(PCCP) Biologic Working Group.

“We are very pleased to welcome 
Gregg to our Board of Directors,” said 
PLT President Fred Yeager. “His expe-
rience with mitigation, land aquisition, 
and environmental restoration will help 
PLT immensely with implementing our 
mission of permanent conservation in 
Placer county.”  

Prior to forming his own company, 
Gregg worked for the Del Webb cor-
poration as Vice President of Land and 

Entitlement and as Director of Govern-
ment Affairs and Regulatory Affairs in 
the Western U.S. He worked with a va-
riety of local, State and federal govern-
ment agencies as well as industry and 
commmunity leaders on issue related 

to environmental regulation.
Born and raised in Placer 

County, Gregg now resides 
in Rocklin with his wife of 13 
years, Tiffany, and their two 
sons Parker and Mason. Aside 
from environmental conser-
vation, his favorite outdoor 
interest is fly fishing.
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 Thank You to Placer Land Trust’s Supporters!

CENTURY (continued)
Mehrey Vaghti & Thomas Toy
Fred & Patti Vitas
R. Mike Wilson

SUPPORTER
David & Elaine Applebaum
David Barbiero
Tom & Kathy Barger
George Beland
Blossom Hill Farm, Auburn
Pat & Don Brophy
Sharon & Dennis Cavallo
Gladys Crandall
Mick & Carole Darlington
Patty & Dennis Dong
Peggy Dunievitz
Tim & Ann Edwards
Eisley Nursery, Auburn
Margot & Jeffery Fulmer

SUPPORTER (continued)
Sandy Harris
Barbara Jicha
Dave & Franca Jones
Dick & Dolores Kiger
Perry & Wilma Knox
Law Offices of Edward C. Koons,
   Auburn
Bob & Linda Lawrence
Joe & Peggy Leonard
Ralph & Lorri Lewis
Bruce Lyon
Pat & Beverly McKenzie
Chuck & Roberta McKinney
Geral Mohlenbrok
Geoff & Sarah McQuilkin
Mengels Ranch, Lincoln
Leigh & Carol Mintz
Barbara Mohr

MILLENNIUM
Greg Wells

PROTECTOR
Harvego Real Estate LLC, Gold 
   River
Tom McMahan & Nancy Holtz
Nevada Irrigation District, Grass 
   Valley
Teichert Aggregates, Sacramento
Theresa Serafini

STEWARD
Auburn Placer Disposal Service,
   Auburn
ECO:LOGIC Engineering, Rocklin
Joanne Neft

CENTURY
Bachman Ranch, Lincoln
Maria Baranowski & Jim Webber
Joseph Berger House, Auburn
Kurt & Karen Bleuel
John & Sharon Blodger
Blue Goose Produce, Loomis
Kim Brown
Elly Button
Patricia Callan-McKinney
Karen Diepenbrock
Rob & Kim Haswell
Mike Holmes
Mary Hynes
Karen & Gerald Johnson
Gretchen & Ron Jurek
David & Denise Long
Cheryl & Randy Maki
Patricia & Don Malberg
Karl Mertz Jr.
Russell & Kimberly Nash
Jim Oakham Jr.
Sandra & Jerry Reeves
Janet & Jeff Riswold
Michelle Ritchie
Charles & Virginia Smith
Roger & Irene Smith
Sallysue & Tony Stein

The following individuals have made contributions to Placer Land Trust in the past few months.  If we’ve missed 
acknowledging your gift, please let us know, and THANK YOU!

(continued on page 4)

Armrod Charitable Foundation ~ Gold
Emigrant Trails Greenway Trust ~ Gold

Janice Forbes ~ Gold
Aronowitz & Skidmore, Inc. ~ Silver
Placer County Board of Supervisors, 

Supervisor Jim Holmes ~ Silver
Placer Vineyards ~ Silver

Adams & Hayes Law ~ Bronze
Andregg Geomatics ~ Bronze 

Julie Hanson ~ Bronze
The Houston Group ~ Bronze

Thank You Placer Conservator Sponsors
honoring 2009 Placer Conservator Joe Medeiros
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SUPPORTER (continued)
Jennifer Montgomery
Paul & Barbara Ogden
Tony Olivera
Otow Orchards, Granite Bay
Martin Pancoast
Vera & Johan Rooze
Tod Santos
Joan Sheeter
Michael Shimizu
Jim & Virginia Sizemore
Cindy & Joe Strickland
Wakefield Landscape, Auburn
Robert Weygandt
Mark Wilson
Wilson, Wilson & Taylor CPAs, 
   Auburn
Geri Wittbrod

OTHER
Diane Babb
Jack Barbash
Veronica Blake
Glyneth Cassidy
Barbara Fairchild
Charlene Kelty
John & Betty Meers
Eric & Paula Peach
Richard Peterson
Roy Ruhkala
Alliene & Al Thym
Louise & Frances Yeager

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
A memorial gift was made to PLT by

Adams & Hayes Law 
in memory of 

Rindy Sumners

PLT will be in Sacramento this fall 
to promote our new partnerships and 
land conservation initiatives.  

In early November, PLT is sponsor-
ing the exclusive pre-opening of the 
Ten22 restaurant in Old Sacramento 
and parterning with the Trust for Pub-
lic Land and the Nevada County Land 
Trust to unveil our new Bear River 
watershed conservation initiative.  If 

PLANNED GIVING
Please consider a planned gift to 
PLT, or remembering PLT in your 
will.  For more information about 
supporting PLT, contact Fund 
Development Coordinator Karrie 
Thomas at 530-887-9222 or 
karrie@placerlandtrust.org

Thanks Supporters!
(continued from page 3)

PLT at the State Capital in November
On Friday, Nov. 13, PLT is spon-

soring the opening of Robert Glenn 
Ketchum’s natural landscape photog-
raphy exhibit in Sacramento.

Kechum’s eshibit, which will sup-
port Western land conservation ef-
forts, will take place at the Viewpoint 
Photographic Art Center  on J Street in 
Midtown Sacramento. 

For more details on these and other 
community events PLT is sponsoring, 
please give us a call.  

Thank you to our event hosts and 
partners!

you’re interest-
ed in support-
ing this event, 
please give us 
a call!



Placer Land Trust would like to extend a special thanks to Greg Wells for an-
swering our call for a truck. PLT’s management of rugged and far-flung proper-
ties has made a truck essential. The big crew cab is great for transporting staff 
and volunteers on stewardship missions. Thanks Greg! Pictured above, PLT 
staff test the truck’s load capacity.
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of Placer Land Trust’s restoration and 
stewardship efforts. 

Each program offers the appropriate 
training for volunteers so that they feel 
comfortable participating in each activ-
ity. Ideally PLT would like to see sus-
tained volunteer involvement, leading 
to volunteer-run programs and events. 
Some of our new volunteer programs 
are listed below.

Communications/Outreach
-- Represent PLT at community events.
-- Process membership donations and 
update our database.
-- Assist with Land Lines.
-- Assist with the production of other 
materials.
Annual Property Monitoring
-- Monitor PLT properties and ease-
ments, conduct surveys, take photo-
graphs, assess the overall health of hab-
itat and property, and work with PLT 
staff to document and map any problem 
areas using GPS and GIS.
-- Hike on properties not yet open to 
the public and see some of the most 
beautiful areas in Placer County.
Special Steward
-- Adopt a Placer Land Trust property.
-- Manage invasive weeds.
-- Plant native species and monitor
disturbances.
Stream Monitoring
-- Conduct a habitat assessment docu-
menting the health of vegetation, bank 
stability, and suitable habitat.
-- Monitor streams including identifica-
tion of organisms living in the stream 
and chemicals that could affect biodi-
versity.

 PLT’s website, www.placerland-
trust.org, has a complete description of 
our volunteer opportunities including 
timelines, target goals and training pro-
grams. Contact Kelsey Stavseth to get 
involved: kelsey@placerlandtrust.org.

Volunteer for PLT
(continued from page 1)

PLT Sets Lofty Goals for Bear River 
Watershed Protection Program

Placer County is defined by few 
things as much or as well as its rivers.  
From the tumbling Yuba River to the 
wildly popular American River, this 
county is home to some awesome wa-
terways.

The Bear River is perhaps the most 
spectacular of Placer’s rivers. The Bear 
forms the entire northwestern boundary 
of the county, and is one of its richest 
and most diverse watersheds, encom-

passing some of the last roadless and 
relatively “wild” land in western Plac-
er County. 

Please contact Placer Land Trust to 
learn about and support a special new 
partnership to protect the Bear River 
watershed, connect existing preserved 
lands, and save the wild beauty of this 
watershed for this and future genera-
tions.  
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sheep to graze Himalayan blackberry 
re-sprouts and yellow starthistle, re-
ducing fire hazard and invasive plant 
species growth. 

Assemblyman Gaines reviewed the 
Preserve’s critical management chal-
lenges and how PLT is addressing them 
through ongoing restoration activities. 
These practices benefit the adjacent 
community and the overall health of 
the Preserve. 

PLT received funds through the Si-
erra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) for 
the Canyon View Project. The State’s 
financial crisis forced SNC to stop re-
imbursing contracts in this program in 
December. PLT continued with certain 
grant project activities without reim-
bursements during the first half of 2009, 
carrying over $75,000 of expenses. 

In August, PLT received authori-
zation from the Sierra Nevada Con-
servancy to re-start the Canyon View 
Watershed and Habitat Restoration 
Project. 

This fall, PLT will work with Cali-
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State Assemblyman Gaines Tours Canyon View Preserve

fornia Conservation Corps (CCC) to 
continue fuel load reduction work in 
the oak woodland under story and cre-
ate a shaded fuel break to reduce fire 
hazard on the Preserve and in the ad-
jacent communities. Future work will 
include restoration of riparian areas to 
reduce erosion and sedimentation in 
Sierra Canyon Creek and further down 
into the North Fork of the American 
River. 

     Female: Head white with blue-
grey top and face bars. Wings ru-
fous with black bars as is the tail 
and back. Underparts are buff with 
heavy brown streaking. Both male 
and female are similar in size to the 
American robin or thrush.
Local Distribution:
     The most common falcon in 
North America, the American kes-
trel is located throughout the U.S., 
Canada (summer breeding), Cen-
tral and South America.  The kestrel 
can often be seen on many of PLT’s 
preserves and possibly your own 
backyard. Roadside fencing and 
telephone wires are a good place to 
spot these magnificent little falcons.

by Justin Wages

Appearance
     Male: Head light buff or white 
with characteristic black face bars 
and blue-grey top. Wings are blue-
grey in color with black spotting.  
Back is rusty orange with black bar-
ring. Tail is white underneath with 
incomplete bands. Breast and under-
parts are often buff to orange with 
variable black spotting. By far the 
most colorful raptor in the United 
States if not the world!

Placer County Locals:
American Kestrel

(Falco sparverius)
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(continued from page 1)

PLT staff touring the Preserve with 
Assemblyman Ted Gaines and SNC 
staff.

PLT to Host Two New Americorps Volunteers in 2010
PLT has been selected as a Sierra 

Nevada AmericCorps Partnership site 
for the fourth year 
running, and once 
again, we will host 
two volunteers in 
2010.

PLT will hire one 
volunteer to sup-
port our stewardship 
program and one to 
support our educa-
tion and outreach 
efforts. 

The stewardship 
volunteer will focus on assessing the 
conservation values of potential land 
projects, creating baseline documenta-
tion and management plans for prop-
erties, performing annual monitoring 

of preserves, coordinating and imple-
menting creek and habitat restoration 

projects.
The Outreach 

volunteer will sup-
port PLT’s publi-
cations, volunteer 
and educational 
programs and lead 
PLT events includ-
ing the popular 
Treasured Land-
scapes Tours. 

A m e r i C o r p s 

volunteers work in paid positions  for 
ten months. For more information or to 
apply see www.sierranevadaalliance.
org or call the PLT offices at 530-887-
9222.
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One of the bears who joined the river 
clean up.

- 7 -

PLT volunteers pose with trash they removed from Sierra Canyon Creek.

Volunteer Highlight:
The Great Sierra 

River Cleanup
by Kristin Haider

On Saturday, September 19, Placer 
Land Trust participated in the first annual 
Great Sierra River Cleanup, sponsored by 
the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.  

Sixteen volunteers along with Ameri-
Corps interns Kristin Haider and Kelsey 
Stavseth spent their Saturday morning 
cleaning up trash along Sierra Canyon 
Creek on PLT’s Canyon View Preserve in 
Auburn. Much of the trash likely washed 
down into the Preserve from the Bow-
man Canal.  A recent blackberry removal 
project on the Preserve unmasked a lot of 
debris that had amassed over the years.  
The volunteers removed approximately 
900 pounds of garbage from the Preserve 
including 13 bags of trash, 6 bags of re-
cycling, 300 pounds of scrap metal, and 8 
tires. By all accounts this was a very suc-
cessful cleanup.

Even a family of black bears appeared 
briefly to show their appreciation for the 
cleaner Preserve!

A special thank you to all of the vol-
unteers for your hard work, to the House 
of Bread for donating snacks for the vol-
unteers, and to Auburn Placer Disposal 
Service for allowing PLT to dispose of the 
trash free of charge.
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Placer Land Trust would like to 
recognize and thank all volunteers 
who helped remove trash from Can-
yon View Preserve:

Carolyn Macola, Fletcher, Diana 
Cox, Jim and Cathy Haagen-Smit, 
Anna Maninan, Susan Hayes,  
Lori Gualco, Gia Rossitto, Mary 
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Rossitto, Marjorie Krueger, Jerry 
Mohlenbrok, Gary Grisham, Laura 
Friudenberg, Tonja Tallent.

For a complete list of volunteer op-
portunities, call us at (530) 887-9222, 
email kelsey@placerlandtrust.org, or 
see the “Get Involved” section of our 
website, www.placerlandtrust.org.

Save This Date 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 

1:00—3:00 pm 
 

Open House 
At Otow Orchard 

 

Join Helen, Chris, and Tosh  
for refreshments, demonstrations and a tour.  

 
Sponsored by Placer Land Trust. 

For information call 
530-887-9222. 
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Get Your License Plate to Protect the Sierra Nevada

Join PLT for the 8th Annual Placer Harvest Celebration October 24th 
at The Natural Trading Company in Newcastle!

Five years ago on the banks of the 
Bear River, Placer Land Trust celebrat-
ed the creation of the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy, a new state agency dedi-
cated to protecting the resources of the 
Sierra Nevada.  

This month, as part of the Conser-
vancy’s 5-year anniversary, the State of 
California is announcing a new Sierra 
Nevada license plate available to the 
public to support their efforts.

Since the Conservany’s inception, 
land trusts, fire safe councils, pub-
lic agencies, and other organizations 
throughout the region have benefited 
from the Conservancy, which has 
granted over $3 million to projects in 
Placer County alone. In 2008 Placer 
Land Trust received a grant from the 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy to restore 

habitat and water quality at our Canyon 
View Preserve, along with reducing 
fuel loads to help prevent catastrophic 
wildfire. Ours is one of many worthy 
projects funded by the Conservancy, 
which is dedicated to solving the prob-
lems and challenges in the Sierra Ne-
vada and bringing more economic in-
vestment into our region. 

You can help Placer Land Trust, the 
Conservancy and our region by becom-
ing one of the first to own one of the 
new Sierra Nevada license plates.  All 
funds from this plate will go directly 
to support Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
grant programs. Like the work per-
formed by the Conservancy and local 
land trusts, the license plate program 
is based on voluntary participation. To 
get your plate, fill out the enclosed bro-

chure and mail in your check today, or 
sign up online (sierralicenseplate.org) 
and pass the brochure on to a friend.  
Tell ‘em PLT sent you! You can also 
order a license plate as a gift for a 
friend or relative who loves the Sierra 
as much as you do.

See ya on down the road!


